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It was with profound sadness that I learned of Noburu's passing in April. Affectionately known across the
rugby world as 'Nobby, he was far more than an administrator - he was a visionary, a tireless advocate, and
a true pioneer in the global growth of our game. Nobby's legacy is etched not only in the rise of Japan and
Asia on the world rugby stage, but also in the strong relationships he forged through his warmth, wisdom,
and passion.

I will always remember Nobby as a man of boundless optimism, integrity, and grace. He was a gentleman in
every sense. I can still picture the radiant joy on his face when in 2009 Japan was awarded the hosting
rights to the men’ s Rugby World Cup 2019. It remains one of the most celebrated decisions in rugby's
history, in no small part because the dedication of Nobby and others in making a dream a reality.

Japan, and the entire rugby community, owe Nobby a debt of gratitude. His contribution was immense and
his impact enduring. Nobby will forever remain in our hearts - a symbol of what is possible when passion

meets purpose. Tribute by Sir Bill Beaumont

ARACECAATRSADGNRIRECELATLE, SZ/E—FIZH0TIA [276—] OEBHRTHL 3.
EEHEOMPRL B L. STE—PEHEMNCRELTOSHTEROMZEL . 52RO TRIBZ I -ED
NWAX=FTLIz, 76—DvHv—id, HRDSFe—o—vi, HERRT S 7DEERE G T . K Z2DAIE
LR LB E - TR O BRME 2 A AR L TN E L,

L. ERORS 74 7 EFFHICLTEER. MDA LIRABO LR, /v—%ENiTA. . HoW
B THMETL, 20094E, 527 €—7—n Ay 72019 RS DHARBMED R > T-BEOE ISR D B
. S TR ATV Y, VB L2 Z0EBIIMI IR H o762, HDOPRERSTITE—D
B O TR INEINSHRELE S EBVET,

HA, 2LT. SZ/E—ReEKLLT. BHT~sBEZ / E—H» 020 T 3T, HOEBROK S 3 ZEH Y HINT,
ZORENIAFHTY, 76—13., [EHRLHEFABLIFECAPKLEBEZLD R vELT., fi2b D00

T GEr—n k27 e—2E) KOV - R— T o Ml S0



